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O n JXne 30, 2008, aXWhor and agrarian adYocaWe Wendell Berr\ appeared on a

panel aW Whe HXdVon InVWiWXWeŢV Bradle\ CenWer for PhilanWhrop\ and CiYic

ReneZal in WaVhingWon, D.C. Wo diVcXVV rXral philanWhrop\. The folloZing e[cerpWV

from Whe WranVcripW haYe been lighWl\ ediWed for clariW\. To read Whe enWire WranVcripW or

Wo ZaWch Yideo from Whe eYenW, click here.

We Veem WR haYe decided aURXQd Whe Wime Rf WRUld WaU II WhaW Ze ZRXld haYe aQ

XUbaQ iQdXVWUial ecRQRm\, abaQdRQiQg Whe laQd alRQg ZiWh Whe laQdŢV ecRQRmieV

aQd SeRSleŪ. The UeVXlWV haYe beeQ Whe YiUWXal deVWUXcWiRQ Rf Whe hXmaQ life Rf

Whe laQd alRQg ZiWh e[WeQViYe ecRlRgical aQd geRgUaShic damage, VRme Rf Zhich iV

iUUeSaUable. The RQgRiQg SUacWice Rf mRXQWaiQWRS UemRYal aQd Yalle\ fill-miQiQg

iQ ASSalachiaQ cRal fieldV, like Whe RQgRiQg SRllXWiRQ aQd RWheU damageV Rf

facWRU\ faUmiQg, VhRZ XV WhaW RXU SUeVeQW ZilliQgQeVV WR deVWUR\ RXU cRXQWU\ iV

ZiWhRXW limiW aQd iV limiWleVVl\ heaUWleVV.

B\ SRliWical iQaQiW\, lefW aQd UighW, Ze haYe beeQ liYiQg XQdeU a SRlic\ Rf cheaS

fRRd Š cheaS aW aQ\ cRVW Š fRXQded fRXUVTXaUe XSRQ a SRlic\ Rf cheaS eQeUg\ Š

cheaS aW aQ\ cRVW. The flaZ iQ WhRVe SRlicieV iV WhaW ZheQ \RX cheaSeQ a SURdXcW

ZiWh QR RWheU aim RU cRQVideUaWiRQ WhaQ WR make iW cheaS, \RX Zill eYeQWXall\

deVWUR\ Whe VXSSl\. If cheaS eQeUg\ iV \RXU aim, WheQ \RX deVWUR\ Whe laQd aQd Whe

SeRSle WR cheaSeQ eQeUg\ aW aQ\ cRVW, aQd \RX deVWUR\ aV Zell RWheU VRXUceV Rf

eQeUg\ Zhich caQQRW be SURdXced VR cheaSl\ RU b\ faYRUed iQdXVWUieV, RU Whe cRVWV

Rf Zhich caQQRW be VR Ueadil\ e[WeUQali]ed.

If cheaS fRRd iV \RXU aim aQd \RX cheaSeQ iW aW aQ\ cRVW, WheQ afWeU RQl\ Vi[W\ RU VR

\eaUV \RX aUUiYe aW a ViWXaWiRQ WhaW ZRXld be cRmical if iW ZeUe a Vhade RU WZR leVV

daUk. EYeQ if mRVW Rf \RXU faUmlaQd ZeUe VWill caSable Rf SURdXciQg Whe beVW fRRd

Š Zhich iW iV QRW Š \RX haYe QeaUl\ WRWall\ deVWUR\ed Whe cXlWXUe aQd kQRZ-hRZ

WhaW mighW haYe SURdXced fRRd iQ Whe beVW Za\. CRXQWU\ SeRSle ZhR ZeUe RQce



SUimaUil\ SURdXceUV fRU WhemVelYeV aQd RWheUV haYe becRme SUimaUil\ cRQVXmeUV,

eQWiUel\ deSeQdeQW RQ Whe iQdXVWUial V\VWem Š aQd alZa\V WR WheiU deWUimeQW.

NRZ Whe SeRSle ZhR ZaQWed aQ XUbaQ iQdXVWUial ecRQRm\ ZiWhRXW Whe bRWheU Rf a

UXUal, agUaUiaQ ecRQRm\ haYe ZhaW eYideQWl\ Whe\ ZaQWed: XQiYeUVal SRllXWiRQ aQd

bad healWh; e[SeQViYe ZaWeU, milk, aQd gaVRliQe; faUmlaQd SUiced be\RQd Whe Ueach

Rf faUmeUV; a dRXbWfXl fXWXUe fRU eaWiQg; aQd eYeU\WhiQg WRR faU aZa\Ū.

WhaW I Vee WhaW iV hRSefXl iV ZhaW IŢYe beeQ calliQg ŤleadeUVhiS fURm Whe bRWWRm.ť

MaiQl\ I belieYe WhaW ZiWhRXW fXQdiQg fURm gRYeUQmeQWV RU fRXQdaWiRQV, ZiWhRXW

Rfficial SeUmiVViRQ RU aSSURYal RU eYeQ aZaUeQeVV, maQ\ SeRSle aUe QRZ ZRUkiQg

haUd WR bUiQg faUmiQg, UaQchiQg, aQd fRUeVWU\ iQWR liQe ZiWh ecRlRgical SUiQciSleV;

WR aSSl\ aSSURSUiaWe VWaQdaUdV Rf jXdgmeQW WR WheiU ZRUk; aQd WR UeVWRUe lRcal

ecRQRmieV Š begiQQiQg ZiWh fRRd. The SeRSle ZhR aUe dRiQg WhiV ZRUk VWaUWed

dRiQg iW W\Sicall\ becaXVe Whe\ VaZ Whe almRVW-SeUfecW deVWUXcWiYeQeVV Rf

iQdXVWUialiVm, aQd Whe\ hRSed WR dR beWWeUŪ.

I belieYe WhaW Whe beVW aQd YeU\ likel\ Whe RQl\ hRSe fRU Whe healWh aQd SURdXcWiYiW\

Rf RXU laQd UeVWV XSRQ Whe UeQeZal aQd VWabili]aWiRQ Rf UXUal cRmmXQiWieV aQd

UXUal liYelihRRdV, aQd WhaW WheVe iQ WXUQ UeVW XSRQ Whe deYelRSmeQW Rf VRciall\ aQd

ecRlRgicall\ cRheUeQW, diYeUVe, laQd-baVed lRcal ecRQRmieVŪ.

AQRWheU Ueall\ VigQificaQW hiVWRUical RccXUUeQce iV Whe XQiYeUValiW\ Rf baVic

igQRUaQce WhaW ZeŢYe accRmSliVhed iQ RXU VRcieW\, aQd WhiV iV e[WUaRUdiQaUil\

VigQificaQW ZheQ ZeŢUe diVcXVViQg iVVXeV Rf laQd XVe becaXVe gRRd laQd XVe caQŢW

cRme abRXW XQWil a lRW Rf SeRSle aUe RQ Whe laQd iQ Whe aSSURSUiaWe balaQce Ū

ZheQ \RXŢYe gRW eQRXgh caUeWakeUV RQ Whe laQd WR Wake caUe Rf iW, aQd eQRXgh

kQRZledgeable caUeWakeUV WR dR VR. SR WhiV SXWV XV iQ a YeU\ difficXlW aQd WU\iQg

ViWXaWiRQ. ThiV iV aQ emeUgeQc\. AQd iW caQŢW be Uemedied iQ a hXUU\. I WhiQk RQe Rf

Whe biggeVW WeVWV WhaW Ze hXmaQV aUe gRiQg WR haYe WR cRme XS agaiQVW iV Whe Qeed

WR be SaWieQW iQ aQ emeUgeQc\.

BXW RQ Whe RWheU haQd, WheUe aUe a lRW Rf SeRSle ZhR aUe leaUQiQg, QRZ Š a lRW Rf

XUbaQ cRQVXmeUV ZhR haYe begXQ WR leaUQ abRXW fRRd. AQd VR iWŢV QRW aV if Ze aUe



haYiQg WR VWaUW fURm ]eUR. We VimSl\ aUe faciQg Whe Qeed WR elabRUaWe aQd eQlaUge

Whe leaUQiQg WhaW haV alUead\ begXQ. Of cRXUVe, Whe fiUVW VWeS iV WR XQdeUVWaQd hRZ

igQRUaQW Ze aUe. BXW I WhiQk a lRW Rf WhiV ZhaW I gXeVV \RX mighW call ŤXUbaQ

agUaUiaQiVmť WhaWŢV VXSSRUWiQg Whe faUmeUVŢ maUkeWV aQd VR RQ cRmeV fURm

cRQVXmeU UecRgQiWiRQ Rf igQRUaQce aQd iQcRmSeWeQce. AQd ZheQ Whe\ gR WR Whe

faUmeUVŢ maUkeWV, Zhich aUe alZa\V VRcial eYeQWV, Whe\ begiQ WR Walk WR SURdXceUV

aQd Whe\ begiQ WR leaUQ Š aQd WR leaUQ Whe diffeUeQce beWZeeQ a gRRd WRmaWR aQd

a bad WRmaWR. AfWeU all, iWŢV aXWheQWic kQRZledge. IWŢV aXWheQWic leaUQiQgŪ.

TheUe iV a maQ ZhR cRmeV WR Whe liWWle faUmeUVŢ maUkeW iQ m\ cRXQW\ VeaW ZhR haV

aQ RUchaUd. HeŢV a Ueall\ gRRd fUXiW gURZeU. AmRQg RWheU WhiQgV, he cRmeV WR

WRZQ ZiWh aSSleV, aQd he makeV fUied aSSle SieV aQd VellV Whem UighW WheUe aW Whe

faUmeUVŢ maUkeW. AQd Whe\ŢUe abVRlXWel\ ZRQdeUfXl. YRX cRXldQŢW giYe WhaW maQ a

gUaQW Rf a milliRQ dRllaUV WhaW ZRXld make him beWWeU aW cRRkiQg fUied SieV, RU WhaW

ZRXld make him a beWWeU RUchaUdiVW.

SR, IŢm back WR Whe idea WhaW ZeŢYe gRW WR deal ZiWh Whe SURblemV ZheUe Whe\ e[iVW,

aQd ZheUe Whe\ e[iVW iV e[acWl\ ZheUe RXU edXcaWiRQal iQVWiWXWiRQV aUeQŢW SUeSaUed

WR gR. SR ZeŢYe gRW WhiV leadeUVhiS-fURm-Whe-bRWWRm SURblem, bXW Whe cRQVRlaWiRQ

WR iW iV WhaW iWŢV haSSeQiQg.
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